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Learning 
Objective:
This presentation will address school 
and child care immunization 
coverage rates as well as Arizona 
school immunization requirements.

1. Review the Arizona Statutes, 
Administrative Code, and how 
they apply to the Arizona school 
immunization requirements.

2. Review the IDR data collection 
process.

3. Look at the current trends in 
immunizations including 
coverage rates in Arizona and 
the United States.



Arizona School 
Immunization 
Requirements



Background on Immunization Requirements

● Arizona has two sets of required 
immunizations - one for Child Care
and one for Grade School (K-12).

● These requirements are detailed in 
Statute 15 -871 to 15-874 and A.A.C. 
R9-6-7.

● Child Care requirements start at 2 
months of age through 59 months.

● Grade School requirements start upon 
enrollment in Kindergarten through 
12th grade.

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/immunization/school-childcare/immunizations-preschool.pdf
https://ciceroprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/03/GUIDE-TO-ARIZONA-IMMUNIZATIONS-REQUIRED-FOR-SCHOOL-ENTRY.pdf


Legal Mandates Requiring Vaccination to 
Attend School

● Legal mandates are one of the best ways to maintain 
vaccine uptake.

● Increase the likelihood that parents with concerns will 
consult legitimate medical professionals to discuss their 
hesitations.



Insert Photo

A.R.S. and A.A.C

Laws are detailed in Arizona Revised Statutes 
(A.R.S.) and then put into practice in the Arizona 
Administrative Code (A.C.C.).

● A.R.S. = La ws a round  im m uniza t ions. Give s 
le g a l a uthority to  re le va nt  e nt it ie s to  m a ke  
rule s, cre a te  g uid e line s fo r the m , a nd  
d icta te  wha t  you ca n a nd  ca n’t  d o . 

● A.A.C. = Se t  o f ru le s tha t  a ll o rg a niza t ions 
a nd  re le va nt  e nt it ie s m ust  fo llow. Re vie we d  
e ve ry 5 ye a rs.



Arizona Revised Statute
15-871: Definitions.

15- 872: Where we derive much of our authority and rulemaking.
● A. = Give s a uthority to  ADHS to  m a ke  rule s a nd  sta nd a rd s fo r d ocum e nt ing  a nd  

re sp ond ing  to  im m uniza t ions in schoo ls.
● B. C. a nd  D. = Re q uire m e nts a d m inist ra to rs m ust  a b id e  b y.
● E. = Re q uire m e nt  fo r a  ca tch-up  sche d ule .

○ F. a nd  G. = Minim um  sta nd a rd  fo r re cord s re vie w, m a nd a te s che cking  o f re cord s 
fo r those  who  a re  b e hind , a nd  re q uire s re m ova l if the  p e riod  ha s p a sse d .

● H. = Allows fo r sp e cia l p rovisions fo r hom e le ss p up ils. Dicta te d  m ost ly in the  McKinney -
Vento Act.

● I. = “A school and its employees are immune from civil liability for decisions 
concerning the admission, readmission and suspension of a pupil that are based on a 
good faith implementation of the requirements of this article.”



Arizona Revised Statute
15-873: Processes for exemptions and how exempt students are treated 
during an outbreak.

15-874: Records and reporting requirements.
● A. The records are open to inspection by the department of health services and 

the local health department . 
● B. Lists the minimum information needed on a student immunization record. 
● C. Mandates schools to send immunization record to parents upon request.
● D. Mandates the Immunization Data Report (IDR).





Table 7.1 A

Ta b le  7.1 B



Acceptable ADHS Exemption Forms

● A current ADHS form must be used for all 
exemptions.

● Schools/Child Care centers cannot accept 
any other forms - even from doctor offices.

● Religious Exemption Form
○ Valid only for child care, preschool and 

Head Start.
● Personal Belief Exemption Form

○ Valid only for K -12th grade students.
● Medical Exemption Form

○ Valid for all ages.



IDR Process



Preparation
Summer

IDR 
Process





Updates Made to the 2025 - 2026 IDR
1. How to request to add a school - REDCap
2. Language and wording of questions - especially 6th grade 

Tdap and menacwy
3. Offered webinar training session



Preparation
Summer

Dissemination
March - May

Data Collection
September - November

Analysis
February

Data Cleaning
November - January

IDR 
Process
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Why is the IDR Important?
● One of the main factors in determining state and local health department activities 

in regards to immunizations.
● Helps identify pockets of under -vaccinated students and supports additional 

measures to assess community vulnerability.
● School coverage rates are publicly available - may be an important factor for some 

families when considering enrollment.
2



2024 - 2025 National 
School 

Immunization Data



What is the Current Status of Vaccine Uptake in the U.S?

Source - CDC SchoolVaxView 4

2024 - 2025 Kinder 
MMR Coverage

2024 - 2025 Kinder 
Exemptions

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html


New Findings on Vaccination Coverage and Exemptions 
Among Kindergartners (2024 - 2025 School Year)

● Nationally:
○ Vaccine coverage decreased 

for all reported vaccines.
○ 286,000 kindergarteners 

attended school without 
documentation.

○ Exemptions increased from 
3.3% in 2023-2024, to 3.6%.

● Arizona:
○ Ranked 41 out of 49 reported 

jurisdictions for MMR 
coverage rate (88.6%).
■ Nat. estimate 92.5%

○ Ranked 5 out of 49 reported 
jurisdictions for exemptions 
from one or more vaccines 
(9.1%).
■ Nat. estimate 3.6%

Source -
CDC SchoolVaxView 4

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html


National Coverage Rates for Kindergarten, 2011 - 2025

Source -
CDC SchoolVaxView 4

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html


National Exemption Rates for Kindergarten, 2011 - 2025 
for One or More Vaccines

Source -
CDC SchoolVaxView 4

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html


2025 - 2026 School 
Immunization 

Data



What Authority Does ADHS Have to 
Collect and Evaluate Immunization Data?

● ADHS has a cooperative agreement 
with the CDC which requires states 
who receive funding to provide IDR 
data. We have a responsibility to 
collect IDR data from schools on a 
yearly basis.

● Arizona laws governing public health 
guide us in these matters.

See the Arizona Immunization Handbook , 
revised July 2025, for more information.

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/immunization/school-childcare/nofollow/school-childcare-immunization-guide.pdf
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Schools with <11 
Students
● Childcare - 67
● Kindergarten - 145
● Sixth Grade - 143









Arizona Immunization Coverage Rates -
Child Care, 2022 - 2025

Childcare

2024 2025
% Change 

24- 25

Students Enrolled 67,392 61,994 -8.01%

4+ DTaP 89.9% 89.1% -0.8%

3+ Polio 91.5% 90.9% -0.6%

1+ MMR 92.4% 91.5% -0.9%

3+ HIB 91.6% 90.9% -0.7%

2+ Hep A** 83.7% 84.1% +0.4%

3+ Hep B 91.4% 90.7% -0.7%

1+ Varicella 92.0% 91.1% -0.9%



Arizona Religious Belief Exemption Rates -
Child Care, 2022 - 2025

Childcare

2024 2025
% Change 

24 - 25
Religious 
Exempt One 7.2% 8.1% +0.9%
Religious 
Exempt All 4.8% 5.8% +1.0%
Medical Exempt 0.2% 0.3% +0.1%



Arizona Immunization Coverage Rates -
Kindergarten, 2022 - 2025

Kindergarten

2024 2025
% Change 

24 - 25

Students Enrolled 73,056 68,354 -6.44%

4+ DTaP 88.7% 87.7% -1.0%

3+ Polio 89.1% 88.6% -0.5%

2+ MMR 88.7% 87.9% -0.8%

3+ Hep B 92.3% 91.9% -0.4%

1+ Varicella 93.4% 92.7% -0.7%



Arizona Immunization Exemption Rates -
Kindergarten, 2022 - 2025

Kindergarten

2024 2025
% 

Change 
24 - 25

Personal Belief 
Exempt One 9.0% 9.9% +0.9%

Personal Belief 
Exempt All 4.7% 5.5% +0.8%

Medical Exempt 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%



Arizona Immunization Coverage Rates -
Sixth Grade, 2022 - 2025

Sixth

2024 2025
% Change 

24 - 25

Students Enrolled 82,115 81,854 -0.32%

Tdap 90.5% 88.5% -2.0%

MCV4 89.0 87.0% -2.0%

3+ Polio 94.3% 94.6% +0.3%

2+ MMR 94.7% 94.8% +0.1%

3+ Hep B 95.0% 95.2% +0.2%

1+ Varicella 95.8% 95.7% -0.1%



Arizona Immunization Exemption Rates -
Sixth Grade, 2022 - 2025

Sixth

2024 2025
% Change 

24 - 25
Personal 
Belief Exempt 
One 7.6% 8.0% +0.4%
Personal 
Belief Exempt 
All 2.9% 3.1% +0.2%
Medical 
Exempt 0.2% 0.2% 0.0%





Immunization 
Education 

Course



Background Info on Immunization 
Education Course (IEC)
● The purpose of the IEC is to provide information so that 

parents and guardians can make an informed decision 
about vaccinating their children. 

● Provides parents and guardians with information about 
school immunization requirements, vaccine -preventable 
diseases, available vaccines, potential adverse outcomes 
from the diseases and the risks unvaccinated children 
pose to immunocompromised individuals. 

● School Districts choose if they want to opt in.
● On average, schools that implement the IEC have reduced 

the use of Personal Belief Exemptions (PBEs).



Relationship of Participation in the IEC with 
Coverage Rates: Kindergarten, 2025 - 2026

No Yes

DTap 87.2% 88.7%

Polio 88.0% 89.8%

MMR 87.0% 89.5%

HepB 91.4% 92.8%

Varicella 92.2% 93.8%
School 
Count 661 346



Relationship of Participation in the IEC with 
Exemption Rates: Kindergarten, 2025 - 2026

No Yes

Exemptions -
One Vaccine 11.22% 7.86%

Exemptions -
All Vaccines 6.14% 4.52%

Medical 
Exemptions 0.17% 0.22%



Relationship of Participation in the IEC with 
Coverage Rates: Sixth Grade, 2025 - 2026

No Yes

Polio 94.1% 96.3%

MMR 94.4% 95.4%

HepB 94.6% 96.1%

Varicella 95.1% 96.5%

School 
Count 602 285



Relationship of Participation in the IEC with 
Exemption Rates: Sixth Grade, 2025 - 2026

No Yes

Exemptions -
One Vaccine 9.02% 6.38%

Exemptions -
All Vaccines 3.60% 2.25%

Medical 
Exemptions 0.11% 0.32%



Observations from the IEC Data

● IEC participation is associated with lower exemption 
rates in participating schools and shows year -to -
year resilience.

● There may be an opportunity for jurisdictions to 
include an IEC component in their mitigation 
strategy to decrease exemptions, either as a 
teaching tool or as a requirement to receive an 
exemption by participating in the IEC program.



Resources for 
School Staff 





Questions and School Staff Support
● All staff can help increase rates.
● Most parents still vaccinate their children.
● Small increases in uptake and small decreases in 

exemptions can make a BIG difference!
● Parents may still have questions about the vaccines 

recommended for their child.
○ Staff may have questions as well.

● We need to accept people where they are - be 
aware of our own inherent biases, assumptions, and 
cultural differences.

● Although Arizona allows exemptions, many parents 
are open to gathering more information about 
vaccines.



Potential Actions to Increase Vaccine Uptake

● Provide support to all staff for education and 
assistance.

● Compile comprehensive resources for all 
staff.

● Provide training for rural and urban staff.
● Provide additional training modules for 

records review.
● Ensure that School Information Systems (SIS) 

provide appropriate vaccine forecasting. 
● Early records reviews to give parents time to 

get appointments.
● Utilize the Immunization Education Course.



Early Records Review

● Promoting vaccination records review early can help start 
dialogue and give parents more time to schedule vaccine 
appointments. 

● There were significant appointment issues during COVID -
19, and challenges continue to be reported:
○ Back to school rush
○ Insurance and timing issues
○ Work schedule and conflicts

● Starting records review during open enrollment and 
kindergarten round -up is critical. Focusing efforts on 
schools and parents at this time can help offset many 
issues. 



Education and Support for All School 
Staff Involved in Immunizations

● The IDR data identifies opportunities to increase uptake.
○ Small changes can make a big difference

● Increase administrative help and support to promote 
vaccine uptake.

● Other resources include: the Healthy Kids AZ app, referral 
forms, “How To” guides, CDC, AAP, TAPI, Immunize.org, 
and other organizational toolkits and training sessions.

● ADHS provides each county with funding for IDR site visits 
to provide support for schools.



Resources for School Staff
● SchoolVaxView Interactive School Vaccination Coverage | CDC

● School Health Services | Healthy Schools | CDC

● AZ School Nurses & Health Office Staff Resources - Arizona Partnership for 
Immunization

● Back to School with Routine Vaccines | CDC

● School -located vaccination clinics: best practices for school districts : a guide 
for school district administrators

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/schoolvaxview/data-reports/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/school-health-conditions/health-services/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/schoolhealthservices.htm
https://whyimmunize.org/az-school-nurses-health-office-staff-resources/
https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?url=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/back-to-school/index.html
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/111490


Questions?



Thank You! 
Questions? Contact Us:

Lauren Krebs | School Epidemiologist
lauren.krebs@azdhs.gov | 480-490-6084

mailto:sharon.sweeney@azdhs.gov
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Continuing Education
If you would like to claim CE Credits:

A QR Code will be displayed in 
the MAIN HALL

at the end of the day

The following CE credits are available:
CMEs for Physicians (Doctors, NPs, PAs)

CE Contact Hours for Nurses (RNs, LPNs)
CMEs for Medical Assistants

Certified Health Education Specialists CEs 
(CHES)

Social Worker CEs (National Association of 
Social Workers)

Pharmacy Continuing Education
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